
 

 

 

           Why the PGTAA Certification Is Superior to USGTF and PGA Paths 

1. Laser-Focused on Teaching Excellence (Not “Everything Under the Sun”) 

While the USGTF promotes its Certified Golf Teaching Professional® certification and 
claims to train instructors through a four-day on-site or online curriculum covering broad 
aspects of coaching and golf fundamentals, its scope is ultimately a generalist program 
that doesn’t differentiate itself as a world-class teaching-specialist curriculum.  

By contrast, the PGTAA was designed exclusively for those whose singular mission is 
world-class instruction. PGTAA’s coursework, methodology, and ongoing mentorship are 
all 100% about teaching golf, coaching dynamics, mental performance, and client results. 
This focus is not a side effect — it’s the entire mission of the association.  

In contrast, the PGA program (the traditional “gold standard” for golf professionals) covers 
many areas outside of teaching — like food & beverage, tournament operations, retail, 
agronomy, and clubhouse management — with teaching representing only about 10% of 
the curriculum.  

      Bottom Line: If your goal is to teach great golfers, not manage a golf course, the 
PGTAA’s specialization gives you a far stronger foundation. 

 

2. Modern Methodologies and Teaching Tools vs. Traditional Models 



USGTF certifications historically emphasize classic instruction basics like rules, ball flight 
laws, and a Playing Ability Test (PAT).  
That’s fine for baseline competence — but modern coaching requires far more: 

• Advanced communication and coaching strategies 

• Mental game psychology 

• Client development and business-building skills 

• Swing mechanics with newer motion science 

• Real-world, ongoing mentorship 

The PGTAA certification integrates current teaching psychology and business modules, 
preparing instructors not just to give lessons, but to build thriving coaching careers.  

 

3. Testimonials Speak Louder Than Curriculum Pages 

The real proof is in the success of graduates: 

Here are actual testimonials from PGTAA instructors: 

      “It is the best organization for golf teachers, hands down. Barry provides personal 
support no matter what you need. I highly recommend the PGTAA.” — Dean Marino (20+ 
years in teaching)  

      “This course was extremely beneficial… helped me organize the information I need to 
present and gives me the tools to structure classes.” — Matthew Sirp  

      “I am so glad to have taken the PGTAA Home Study course. Not only did it open a new 
career opportunity for me, but it also widened my knowledge of golf both as a player and as 
a teacher.” — PGTAA Graduate  

These are not generic satisfaction blurbs: they are testimonials from instructors whose 
careers transformed directly because of the PGTAA’s training, tools, and support — not 
just because they completed a test or weekend clinic.  

 

4. Recognition and Ongoing Impact 



While the USGTF positions itself as the “largest” national teaching organization, this does 
not necessarily translate to the deep industry respect, global influence, or professional 
outcomes that matter most to serious instructors.  

Critically: 

• The PGTAA holds worldwide recognition and accreditation, with certified teachers 
around the globe.  

• Its curriculum is recognized by PGA professionals and can count toward continuing 
education credits for PGA apprentices — something not typically reciprocated by 
USGTF coursework.  

• PGTAA’s alumni include tour pros and elite instructors whose reputations and 
results power referrals and career opportunities.  

 

5. Career Path vs. Credential Checklist 

In practical terms: 

Aspect USGTF PGA PGTAA 

Focus on teaching excellence Medium Low (diversified) High 

Curriculum relevance to modern coaching Moderate Mixed Advanced 

Business & client growth training Limited Moderate Strong 

Access to mentorship & community Limited Variable Robust 

Testimonials of measurable career outcomes Sparse N/A Extensive 

 

      Conclusion 

Choosing a certification pathway is about what it prepares you to become — not just 
what piece of paper you get at the end. The PGTAA’s depth, specialist focus, global 
reach, and proven graduate success make it a considerably stronger foundation for 
anyone serious about building a real career in golf instruction compared with the broader, 
less specialized USGTF offering — and the non-teaching-centered PGA coursework.  

 


